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Presidents’ Message

It’s hard to believe that we are approaching
the holiday season and our branch’s special holiday
event on Wednesday, December 9. Our outstanding
art historian, Dr. Mary Anne Anderl, will present an
engrossing program about the Parthenon Sculptures.
Join branch members and friends for an evening of
culture and art history at the Little Silver Woman’s
Club. (See the enclosed flyer for more details and a
reservation coupon.) Learn about the Parthenon
Sculptures and enjoy holiday refreshments. Support
this branch fundraiser, one and all.

Change is coming everywhere—even in the
Northern Monmouth County Branch. This will be the
last edition of NetWorks mailed to the entire member-
ship. Starting with the next edition, those of you with
e-mail addresses will be receiving Net Works on-line by
e-mail.

We are making this change not only to “go
green” but also to save printing costs and to ease a
labor-intensive process. Make sure your e-mail address
is current in the Yearbook. If it’s not there or is not
correct, contact a membership vice-president, Laura
Noll or Mary Lea Burden, with updates to enable you
to receive NetWorks by e-mail. Mailings will not go
away completely: those of you without computer
access will still receive the hard copy.

We are in keeping with national AAUW and
AAUW-NJ with these changes. Five branch members
attended the AAUW-NJ Fall Focus Conference on
October 10. The speaker was Christy Jones, AAUW
director of membership. She spoke about the many
innovations that AAUW is making in the on-line
world, such as tweeting and blogging. In order to keep
AAUW viable and relevant, we must appeal to the
younger population with modern devices. Well,
maybe this branch is not quite that far in cyber space,
but we must move ahead to keep up in today’s world.

We look forward to seeing you on December
9 and wish you a healthy and happy holiday season!

Doris Hudak and Barbara Iwanski

Co-Presidents

Branch Meeting

“The Parthenon Sculptures”
Mary Anne Anderl, Ph.D.
Holiday Meeting and Gala Dessert Buffet

Please note the special day, time,
and venue:
Wednesday, December 9, 7:30 p.m.
Little Silver Women's Club
Corner of Rumson Road and Church Street

$15 donation per person
Please use the coupon on the enclosed flyer
to send your reservation to Susan Gelber.

In all of Western history, there are few
monuments in which artists have achieved
the perfection of the Parthenon, the temple
to the Greek goddess Athena built on the
Acropolis of Athens in the fifth century B.C.
The Parthenon was created during a period
of artistic revolution and represents in both its
architecture and sculptures a departure from
fradition towards artistic freedom.

This presentation will focus on the
frieze surrounding the outer temple, which
depicts a festival procession in honor of the
Olympian gods. It will discuss the artistry of
the sculptures as well as the various theories
about their precise meaning.

All are welcome—bring a friend! If you
need a ride, please call Membership VPs
Laura Noll or Mary Lea Burden.

Board Meeting

Monday, November 23, 7 p.m., at the Eatontown
Community Center, 58 Broad Street. All members
are invited to attend.
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Co-Presidents Doris Hudak
Barbara Iwanski

Study, Action, Interest Groups

Advanced Spanish Conversation

Program VP Mary Anne Anderl Meets:  First Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Study Group VP Barbara Sickman Contact: Alicia Portuondo
We get together for a social coffee and to listen to a

Membership VPs Mary Lea Burden speaker on a subject of interest to the group, or we

Laura Noll watch a videotape about current events. Call for

meeting details.

Educational Jeannette Molzer

Foundation VPs Carol Quinby-Walther
_ ) _ Art History
Public Policy VP Joan Spring Meets:  Third Monday at 7:30 p.m.
Communication VPs Margaret Barney Contact: Mary Anne Anderl

The branch meeting with its art history topic is the

Elaine Len - y
aine Lent December activity. For January activity, please con-

Financial VP Barbara Williamson tact Mary Anne. New members are welcome!
Recording Secretary  Irene Gibson
Ruth Hodum Drama
Meets:  Wednesday, November 18
Topic: Discussion of Midsummer Night'’s Dream

) . Meets:  Wednesday, December 9 (tentative)
NetWorks is published monthly except January, No January meeting.

July, August, and September by the Northern | Contact: Marjorie Levy
Monmouth County Branch of the American New members are welcome to attend a meeting and/
Association of University Women. or join the group for a matinee or weekend perform-

) ance. Call/e-mail for details.
Items for the February issue are

due on December 29 to:

Nancy Butler, Editor French Conversation
Meets:  2nd and 4th Thursdays, 1 to 3 p.m.
Send address changes, names of prospective Contact: Kate Wellauer

Members with a good knowledge of the French
language converse in French on many different
subjects. We all strive to improve our skills, meeting
on a rotating basis for lunch at a member’s home.
We encourage more AAUW members to join us.
Call/e-mail for meeting details.

members, membership applications and
checks, and questions about non-receipt of
the newsletter to:

Laura Noll

French Intermediate

Meets: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 9:30 to 12

Contact: Anne Morrison

Lively discussion of French customs, culture, current
events. New members very welcome! Call/e-mail for
meeting details.

Happy Holidays!
Check out AAUW Membership Benefits for

holiday gift savings, including:

e PBarnes & Noble Online Bookstore

German Conversation

Meets:  Twice a month on Mondays, 9:30-12
Contact: Walli Rosen

To retain and improve German language skills, the
group reads about/discusses current events and

° Magaz'meLine discount magazines

e Grandparents.com activity guide

e Princeton Review course discounts
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contemporary German literature. Call for meeting
details. New members are welcome.

Insights

Meets:  Tuesday, December 8, 7:30 p.m.

Topic: The Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell
Meets:  Tuesday, January 12, 7:30 p.m.

Topic: How Doctors Think by Jerome Groopman
Contact: Marilyn Parker

This group reads and discusses contemporary non-
fiction to increase understanding and knowledge of
current issues. New members are welcome! Contact
chair for locations.

Italian Conversation

Meets:  2nd Tuesday, 1 to 3 p.m. at Estelle
Yaraschuk’s
Contact: Jeannette Molzer or

Irene Gibson
To improve knowledge of Italian language and make
Italian travel easier, this group studies customs,
culture, and people of modern-day Italy. We would
love to welcome new members; please call/e-mail for
information.

Literature
Meets: Thursday, November 19, 1:30 p.m.

Topic: The Peppered Moth by Margaret Drabble
No December meeting.
January: call Regina for details.
Contact: Regina Sieben

A different member acts as a leader each month and
presents background and critical appraisal of that
month’s selection. We welcome new members.
Please contact chair for meeting details.

Movies and More

Meets:  Tuesday or Wednesday evening
Contact: Jeannette Molzer

Contact chair to be put on list for receiving details,
usually the week before. New members welcome!

————
—————
——
——
—

Membership

Membership Updates:

Congratulations to Debra McKinney on receiving her
AA degree at Brookdale, and we welcome her as a
branch member. Debra was an Audrie LaTowsky
Scholar in 2008-2009.

Debra McKinney

Please update your yearbooks with contact informa-
tion for renewing member Ann Wasserman, and note
the new e-mail address for Patricia Arpin:

Ann Wasserman

Patricia Arpin

Coffee and Conversation for New and
Prospective Members:

We invite all new and prospective members to an
afternoon of “Coffee and Conversation” about
AAUW and our branch activities. It will be held on
Sunday, January 10, from 3 to 5 p.m. at the
Shrewsbury Historical Society, 419 Sycamore Ave (in
the Shrewsbury Municipal Complex). Watch for an
invitation in the mail. We hope to see you there.

An e-mail address reminder:

Going forward, NMCB will be increasing the use of
e-mail to communicate branch news and activities
among the members. If you have e-mail access, please
make sure that we have your correct e-mail address in
the branch database. Check your yearbook entry if
you are not sure. If you change your e-mail address,
please send us your new one.

Need a ride to a branch meeting or activity?
Please call one of us.

Mary Lea Burden
Laura Noll
Co-Membership Vice Presidents

AAUW NetWorks — December 2009-January 2010
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Book Sale Location
OlId First Church, 69 Kings Hwy., Middletown
Open Saturdays 9 am. to 2 p.m.

Public Policy Update

‘Washington Update: This free, weekly, members-
only e-bulletin offers an insider’s view on the legisla-
tive process, the latest policy news, resources for
advocates, programming ideas, and updates from the
AAUW Public Policy and Government Relations
Department. To stay up-to-date on all issues impor-
tant to our mission, all AAUW members, including
college and university partners, are encouraged to
subscribe by e-mailing votered@aauw.org.

AAUW Dialog: Visit AAUW’s blog, AAUW
Dialog, to share your thoughts on current news and
events and the way they relate to AAUW’s mission.
Click on the “Blog” link at the upper right corner of
the homepage www.aauw.org.

Hate Crimes Legislation: Thanks to the hard work
of AAUW and our coalition partners, the House and
Senate have passed landmark hate crimes prevention

legislation that has been more than a decade in the
making. AAUW Action Network members have
worked for many years to finally bring the Matthew
Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention
Act to passage.

President Obama signed the legislation into
law in October, and AAUW Executive Director
Linda Hallman attended a White House event to
commemorate the law's enactment.

This critical piece of legislation will provide
for stronger federal enforcement and prosecution of
hate crimes against women and other groups by
allowing the Department of Justice to take on cases
motivated by the victim’s actual or perceived gender,
gender identity, sexual orientation, or disability.
Enactment of this bill will be an important milestone
in the fight against all forms of intolerance in our
country.

AAUW Attends White House Event Marking
Breast Cancer Awareness Month: In October,
AAUW was in attendance at a White House event
commemorating National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month. The event was put on by the White House
Council on Women and Girls, and featured First
Lady Michelle Obama along with Dr. Jill Biden.

Three survivors of breast cancer shared their
stories and explained their subsequent difficulties
dealing with health insurance companies. In their
remarks, the First Lady and Dr. Biden discussed
how comprehensive health insurance reform would
particularly benefit breast cancer survivors and their
families, since survivors are often denied health insur-
ance coverage based on the cancer being regarded as
a pre-existing condition. And if they do manage to
receive coverage, they typically pay exceptionally
high premiums.

Health reform legislation would not allow
insurance companies to deny coverage to those with
pre-existing conditions, and also guarantees coverage
of preventive services like mammograms. To shine a
further light on the issue, the Department of Health
and Human Services released a report that discusses
health insurance reform and breast cancer.

Take Action! AAUW acknowledges that
there are immense challenges involved in achieving
meaningful health care reform, but is equally aware
that failure to do so is simply not an option. Urge
your members of Congress to support legislation that
provides Americans with access to quality, affordable
health care that is equitable to women. For more
information, see our issue page and position paper on
health care reform at the “Take Action” link on the
AAUW homepage www.aauw.org.
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How to Thrive in a Woman's Nation: For the first
time in our nation’s history, women make up half of
all workers and are becoming the primary breadwin-
ners in more families than ever before. Times have
changed, but policies at government, education, and
business institutions haven’t kept up.

AAUW has released policy recommenda-
tions in response to a new report from Maria Shriver
and the Center for American Progress. The Shriver
Report: A Woman's Nation Changes Everything high-
lights the rise of women in the workforce while
emphasizing that working women and their families
lack the critical support they need to thrive in today’s
changing world. One of the report’s main authors,
Heather Boushey, is a former AAUW Fellow.

The media has picked up on the importance
of this shift in our nation's demographics: Maria
Shriver was a guest on Meet the Press recently; a full
week of programming related to the report began on
NBC; and the report also is highlighted in TIME
magazine. News of AAUW’s policy recommenda-
tions was picked up by several agencies, and we were
all over blogs and Twitter. Now, it’s time to take our
message to Capitol Hill.

We know that equity in numbers has not
translated into gender equity in America’s work-
places, educational institutions, or government
agencies. In areas from pay equity and work/life
balance to education and health care, there is
much work to be done to break through the barri-
ers that have impeded the progress of women and
girls for far too long.

Take Action! Urge your members of
Congress to support AAUW’s policy recommen-
dations aimed at continuing to improve women'’s
status and strengthening the economic security of
their families. Click on the “Take Action” link on
the AAUW homepage and find a guide to sending
your message.

Joan Spring
Public Policy VP

Running & Winning

For the 4™ consecutive year, our branch
will be participating in the Running & Winning
Workshop, which will take place on Friday, April
30, once again at Monmouth Regional High
School in Tinton Falls. This cooperative venture
with local organizations, including the League of
Women Voters, Greater Red Bank Area, which

initiated the Workshop; Red Bank Chapter of Ha-
dassah; the Junior League of Monmouth County; and
others, allows us to increase our visibility in the com-
munity and network with other women.

Plans are well underway for the event, which
is a wonderful hands-on opportunity for more than 60
young women who are juniors at more than ten local
public high schools to learn about the political proc-
ess. During this full-day workshop, the students will
be introduced to women in local and state govern-
ment who will share their experiences and provide
mentoring. The students will also have the opportu-
nity to network. Then in small groups they will dis-
cuss a non-partisan issue, take a position, work on a
mock campaign, and speak in public. Issues discussed
previously include No Child Left Behind, Internet
privacy, and immigration. We are in the process of
selecting this year’s issue.

Marian Wattenbarger is co-chairing the
Steering Committee for the second time, and Susan
Gelber and Joan Spring are our other branch repre-
sentatives on the Committee.

Susan Gelber
Joan Spring
Marian Wattenbarger

Book Corner

The Insights Interest Group’s
recommendation for this month is
The Woman Behind the New Deal: The Life of Frances
Perkins, FDR’s Secretary of Labor and His Moral Con-
science by Kirstin Downey. Born in 1880, 40 years
before U.S. women were permitted to vote, Frances
Perkins worked at various jobs throughout her life.
She met many people who would become leaders in
their fields, including FDR. When FDR was elected
president, he nominated Frances as his Secretary of
Labor, the first woman ever to be appointed to a
cabinet position. She had her agenda, known as the
New Deal, ready as soon as she started in the posi-
tion, in which she served untiringly for 20 years. She
saw all but one of her desired programs (health care)
approved before she finished. Although the book is
written in a scholarly style, it kept our interest
throughout because so many of the issues then are
still issues today.

Marilyn Parker

Insights Chair
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AAUW

December — Branch Meeting:
“The Parthenon Sculptures”
Wednesday, December 9

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postal Paid
Red Bank, NJ 07701
Permit No. 141

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, and research.
In principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to
full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national

origin, disability, or class.

Membership is open to any graduate holding an associate or equivalent, baccalaureate, or higher degree

from a regionally accredited college or university.

Value Promise: “By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and
economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.”

AAUW Book Sale

The store is located at :
OIld First Church

69 Kings Highway
Middletown
Open: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays

Donations: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursdays
To volunteer: Anne Morrison
Information: Viki Mischenko, Chair

732-933-4855

All profits go to local scholarships for women
and to the AAUW Educational Foundation for
fellowships for women.

Stay Connected!

AAUW WWW.aauw.org
AAUW-NJ WWW.aauwnj.org
AAUW-NMCB www.aauw-nj-nmcb.org
Branch phone  732-933-4855

Join the AAUW Action Network:

At www.aauw.org, click on “Quick Links”
and drop down to “Join the Action Net-
work.” Non-members can participate too.

On-line Bookstore: www.bn.com/aauw

Meeting cancellation information:
Listen to 94.3 FM .




