
 NetWorks 
Branch Program 

 

“From Lahore to Sweet Briar: The Education of 

Women and Its Impact on Human Rights” 

with Patricia Apy, Esq. 
 

Monday, February 1 

Eatontown Community Center, 58 Broad Street 

7:00 p.m. Networking & Business Meeting 

7:30 p.m. Program 

 

 What is the perception of women’s higher edu-

cation in the United States vs. that in Pakistan? Patricia 

Apy will share her impressions from working with a 

broad range of women around the world: Do the women 

of Lahore, Pakistan, actually place a higher value on their 

education than American college women do?   

 Why is there a decline of women’s colleges, like 

Sweet Briar College, in the U.S.? Do we discriminate 

against daughters? Do our sons go to the top private     

colleges and our daughters to the community college? 

What is going on in America?  

 Patricia, a partner in the Red Bank law firm of 

Paras, Apy & Reiss, specializes in the practice of family 

law. Her area of expertise is in complex family litigation, 

particularly international and interstate child custody  

cases. She has litigated, been qualified as a an expert      

witness for, and consulted on international disputes 

throughout the world, including locations as diverse as 

the United Kingdom, Brazil, Italy, Israel, Australia, Paki-

stan, South Africa, Egypt, and the United Arab Emirates. 

 Her CV is extensive, riveting, and daunting.        

A Fellow of the International Academy of Matrimonial  

Lawyers since 1998, she served on the U.S. delegation for 

the drafting of the 1996 Hague Convention on the Protec-

tion of Minors, returning in 2010 to review the work of  

the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption, with 

particular attention to child trafficking. She has testified 

before Congressional committees multiple times. And  

you may recall hearing about Patricia’s representation of   
                                                                      ȹÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƚȺ 

“Meeting” Sojourner Truth 
by Marian Wattenbarger 
 

 Sojourner Truth came to the December 

branch meeting, and she left us in awe of her courage 

and her strength in the face of adversity that is hard 

for us to imagine. We were touched by her stories of 

being born into slavery in New York State in the late 

1700s, and what that meant to a young girl, wife, and 

eventually mother as she moved through her life and 

sought her freedom.  

 If you weren’t able to join us that evening, 

you may want to take a moment to look up her     

famous speech at the 1851 Women’s Convention in 

Ohio. Her words from that speech still resonate to-

day, “If the first woman God ever made was strong 

enough to turn the world upside down all alone, 

these women together ought to be able to turn it 

back, and get it right side up again!” An abolitionist 

and an advocate for women’s rights, Sojourner Truth 

was named one of the 100 most important figures in 

American history in 2014. 

 Lorraine Stone, a performance artist, brought 

Sojourner Truth to life for the large and enthusiastic 

audience at this branch meeting. She is a graduate of  
                                                                    ȹÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƜȺ 
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From Lahore to Sweet Briar   
 

once before both the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and the Senate 

Subcommittee on Veterans’ Affairs on behalf of the president of the American 

Bar Association. And you may recall hearing about 

David Goldman, a New Jersey father whose son was the first American child 

 

+ÖÙÙÈÐÕÌɯ2ÛÖÕÌȮɯÐÕɯÊÖÚÛÜÔÌȮɯÚ×ÌÈÒÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÉÙÈÕÊÏɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÈÍÛÌÙɯ

ÏÌÙɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÈÕÊÌȭɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯȹ ÓÓɯ×ÏÖÛÖÚɯÉàɯ!ÈÙÉÈÙÈɯ6ÐÛÏÌÙÚȺ 
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Happy New Year to all! Many activities have 

been planned for the upcoming year in AAUW, so please 

read your -ÌÛ6ÖÙÒÚ and emails to keep informed. 

As you are filling in your 2016 calendars, make 

sure you ÚÈÝÌɯÛÏÌɯËÈÛÌ for our next AAUW scholarship 

luncheon at the Molly Pitcher: 3ÏÜÙÚËÈàȮɯ,ÈàɯƕƖ, at 

noon, when Amy Hill Hearthɯwill be this year’s author 

speaker. Many of us are familiar with her non-fiction 

work, the -ÌÞɯ8ÖÙÒɯ3ÐÔÌÚ bestseller 'ÈÝÐÕÎɯ.ÜÙɯ

2Èàȯ 3ÏÌɯ#ÌÓÈÕàɯ2ÐÚÛÌÙÚɅɯ%ÐÙÚÛɯƕƔƔɯ8ÌÈÙÚ. Written with    

Bessie and Sadie Delany, this oral history captures the 

humor and vitality of two remarkable African-American 

professional women through their childhoods in the 

South and their adult lives in New York’s Harlem and 

beyond. Ms. Hill Hearth’s latest book is a work of histor-

ical fiction, ,ÐÚÚɯ#ÙÌÈÔÚÝÐÓÓÌɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÚÛɯ'ÌÐÙÌÚÚɯÖÍɯɯ

"ÖÓÓÐÌÙɯ"ÖÜÕÛà. Dora     

Witherspoon, the book’s narrator, taking on the planners 

of a development along the edge of the Everglades in the 

early 1960s. The story is heartwarming and humorous, 

full of secrets and …  No! We’ll stop here and leave it to 

you to dive into Collier County life. We think you’ll   

enjoy the read. 

Kudos to 'ÌÈÛÏÌÙɯ!ÈÓÊáÈÙÌÒɯand "ÈÙÖÓɯ6ÈÓÛÏÌÙ 

for an outstanding fundraiser on December 7. +ÖÙÙÈÐÕÌɯ

2ÛÖÕÌ was fabulous as “Sojourner Truth.” All attend-

ing enjoyed her performance and the chance to speak 

with  her afterwards at the delicious Viennese dessert 

table.  Lorraine is thrilled to have been presented with a 

membership in AAUW. We hope to see more of her dur-

ing 2016. Many thanks to all who brought desserts for 

the meeting and for setting up, serving, and cleaning up 

afterwards. We had a record-breaking crowd at the 

meeting, with more than 55 people paying for the event. 

 Congratulations to +ÈÜÙÈɯ-ÖÓÓȮ who was present-

ed with the Member of the Year Award at the December 

meeting. Laura has been a wonderful asset to our 

branch, serving for six years as membership co-VP and 

currently as scholarship co-chair. She and ,ÐÔÐɯ,ÌËÓÐÕ 

have been responsible for outstanding branch scholar-

ship programs for the past two years. We thank Laura 

for her continuing devoted and enthusiastic service. 

The Nominating Committee has been selected, 

with ,ÐÔÐɯ,ÌËÓÐÕ serving as chair. Members of the com-

mittee are 2ÜÚÈÕɯ&ÌÓÉÌÙȮ /ÈÛ ,ÐÓÓÌÙ, *ÈÛÏàɯ.ÓÚÌÕ, 5ÐÊÒÐÌɯ

2ÕÖàȮɯ)ÖÈÕ 2×ÙÐÕÎ, and !ÈÙÉÈÙÈɯ6ÐÛÏÌÙÚ. Thanks to all 

for serving in this important capacity. If you are called 

on to fill a position, please say “yes”! 

 

BRANCH OFFICERS 2015-2016 
 

Co-Presidents  Mary Lea Burden 

  Karen Topham 
 

Program VPs  Heather Balczarek 

  Carol Walther 

 

Study Group VP  Ruth Hodum 
 

Membership VP  Alice MacPhee 
   

Development VP  Mary Anne Anderl 
 

Public Policy VPs       Arlene Newman 

  Joan Spring 
     

Communication VP  Marian Wattenbarger 
 

Finance VP  Pat Miller 
 

Recording Secretaries  Marie Gambuzza 

  Barbara Iwanski 
   

 
 

-ÌÛ6ÖÙÒÚ is published monthly except January, July, August, 

and September by the Northern Monmouth County  

Branch of AAUW. Items for the March issue are ËÜÌɯÖÕɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ

%ÌÉÙÜÈÙàɯƕƖɯto:  Nancy Butler, Editor    

 
Send address changes, names of prospective members, 

membership applications and checks, and questions about 

non-receipt of the newsletter to:   

Alice MacPhee, Membership VP       

  
Our electronic mailing list enables us to inform you about  

opportunities for AAUW members that arise too late for     

publication in -ÌÛ6ÖÙÒÚ. You can be sure that we carefully 

evaluate each notice before we send it out. 

 

Please note that use of the branch email list is for branch   

activities only. Members wishing to share other informa- 

tion with branch members are invited to submit a notice to 

the “NetWorking” column in -ÌÛ6ÖÙÒÚ.   
 

 

Please Save the Date! 
 

 The 2016 Author Luncheon will be Thursday,  
May 12, at noon at the Molly Pitcher Inn. It will  
benefit all our branch scholarships as well as our 
support to national AAUW for STEM programs. 

              This year our guest of honor and speaker  
is Amy Hill Hearth, New York Times                    

best-selling author of Having Our Say: The Delany 
Sistersô First 100 Years as well as                           

a new series of novels set in Florida in the 1960s.  
More details will follow in future NetWorks. 
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 ÓÐÊÌɯ,ÈÊ/ÏÌÌɯand her team have been working 

to update our Bylaws so that they will conform with the 

national AAUW Bylaws and reflect the board reorganiza-

tion work that was done in the fall. The proposed new 

Bylaws will be presented to the board for approval at the 

January meeting, and then to the membership for approv-

al at the March branch meeting. Please be on the lookout 

for the information that will be mailed to you in February.   

Our branch is partnering with Rutgers Business 

School in Newark and New Brunswick for 2016 to bring 

Start Smart salary negotiation workshops to students at 

those campuses. 

We are looking forward to our February 1 branch 

meeting with international child custody lawyer, Patricia 

Apy, Esq., as our speaker. More information is on page 1. 

We hope to see all of you soon! 

 Mary Lea Burden   

        Karen Topham   

 Co-Presidents    

 

 
 ËÝÈÕÊÌËɯ2×ÈÕÐÚÏɯ"ÖÕÝÌÙÚÈÛÐÖÕ 
Meets:    1st Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

Chair:    Alicia Portuondo   

Some of us are native-born, and others are Spanish  majors 

from American universities. We serve brunch, followed  

by different programs about Spanish culture. We have a 

covered-dish supper with our spouses in late spring. Call 

for meeting details.  

 
 ÙÛɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙàɯɯ 
Meets:        Contact any co-chair  

Co-chairs:  Susan Buccellato   

  Barbara Iwanski    

  Margo Lichtenthal   

We meet to study and discuss global art of all periods and 

genres through member presentations and visits to muse-

ums, galleries, and outdoor art exhibitions. New members 

are welcome!   

 
#ÙÈÔÈ 
Meets:  Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m.   Contact chair. 

Chair: Marjorie Levy    

We study plays, classical and modern, and attend perfor-

mances when feasible. This year we are subscribing to 

Two River Theater in Red Bank. Prospective members are 

welcome to attend a meeting and/or join the group for a 

matinee or weekend performance. Contact Marjorie for 

details. 

 
%ÙÌÕÊÏɯ"ÖÕÝÌÙÚÈÛÐÖÕɯɯ 

Meets: 2nd and 4th Thursdays, 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 

Chair: Jacqueline Ollagnon   

Our group enables women with a good knowledge of the 

French language to maintain their fluency through conver-

sation with other members, many of whom are native-

born speakers. Others were educated in France or were 

French majors at American universities. We all strive to 

improve our skills, meeting on a rotating basis for lunch at 

a member’s home. We encourage more AAUW members 

to join us. Contact chair for details. 

 
&ÌÙÔÈÕɯ"ÖÕÝÌÙÚÈÛÐÖÕ 
Meets:  Twice a month on Mondays, 1-3 p.m. 

Chair:  Aline Ashkin   

Our members come from German-speaking countries or 

have learned to speak German as an additional language. 

Our common goal is to improve our German language 

skills. We read about/discuss current events, contempo-

rary German literature, and stories of common interest    

as suggested by members. Call for meeting details. New 

members are welcome. 

 
(ÕÚÐÎÏÛÚ 
Meets: Tuesday, February 9, 7:30 p.m. 

Topic: !ÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÛÏÌɯ6ÖÙÓËɯÈÕËɯ,Ìɯby Ta-Nehisi Coates  

Chair: Ruth Hodum   

This ÕÖÕŗÊÛÐÖÕɯÉÖÖÒɯÎÙÖÜ×ɯfocuses on current issues,  

with special attention to topics affecting women and  

books written by women. New members are very wel-

come! Contact Ruth for location. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Board Meeting 

 

Monday, January 25, 7 p.m. at Kensington Court, 

864 Shrewsbury Avenue, Tinton Falls 
 

All members are welcome to attend.  



 

 

+ÐÛÌÙÈÛÜÙÌ 
Meets: Thursday, February 18, 1 p.m. at Patricia          

                  Chapman’s 

Topic: $Ü×ÏÖÙÐÈɯby Lily King 

Chair: Regina Sieben    

Our group selects ÓÐÛÌÙÈÙàɯŗÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÙɯÈÕɯÖÊÊÈÚÐÖÕÈÓɯÔÌÔÖÐÙɯ 

to read during the year. A different member acts as leader 

each month and presents background and critical  

appraisal of the month’s selection. New members are  

most welcome!  

 
6ÙÐÛÐÕÎɯ&ÙÖÜ× 
Meets: Thursday, February 25, 12:30 p.m. at Caroline’s 

Chair:    Caroline O’Neil     

Members of this group are interested in all kinds of 

writing, such as memoir, poetry, fiction, or essay, and  

vary from those who write all the time to those who are 

just beginning, some working on longer pieces, some    

experimenting with a variety. The meeting begins with a 

journal exercise, followed by lunch. Then we listen to and 

discuss pieces or parts of pieces brought in by various 

members, or more finished pieces circulated and read in 

advance. Anyone considering joining is welcome to come, 

eat, and enjoy. No commitment required. 

 

Membership  

 

We are pleased to welcome many new members, and we 

look forward to seeing them soon at a meeting or another 

branch event. Please add their contact information to the 

back of your Yearbook. 

 

5ÐÙÎÐÕÐÈɯ ËÈÐÙ              

 

 

*ÈÛÏÓÌÌÕɯ'ÖÙÎÈÕ    

 

 

 ÐÔÌÌɯ'ÜÔ×ÏÙÌàÚ   ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ 

 

 

+ÐÕËÈɯ2ÊÏÞÈÉÌÕÉÈÜÌÙ    

 

 

 ÙÓÌÕÌɯ2ÔÌÓÚÖÕ   ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ 

 

 

+ÖÙÙÈÐÕÌɯ2ÛÖÕÌ    ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ 

 

 

3ÏõÙöÚÌɯ6ÏÌÓÈÕ   ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ 

 

  

Please make this email change in your Yearbook: 

"ÈÛÏàɯ2ÈÕɯ%ÐÓÐ××Öɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ 

 

 Alice MacPhee    

 Membership VP 

 

 
 
 
Among Ourselves 
 

Former branch member  ÜËÙÐÌɯ+È3ÖÞÚÒàɯdied on     

December 30, her 89th birthday, in Durham, NC.      

NMCB members will remember her for the scholarship we 

award to honor her and the major role she played in the 

establishment of Brookdale Community College in the 

mid 1960s. She chaired the branch Education Study Group 

and then the AAUW County College Study Committee 
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 Insights donation 
 

 For the past several years at  

its December meeting, the Insights 

Study Group has collected money 

and made a contribution to a worthy charity. Some of 

the members donated even though they weren't at 

the meeting. This year we collected $230 to donate to 

Girls Educational and Mentoring ServicesðGEMS.  

 The groupôs mission is to empower young 

women, ages 12-24, who have experienced commer-

cial sexual exploitation and domestic trafficking to  

exit the commercial sex industry and develop to their 

full potential by pursuing their personal educational 

and career goals. Located in New York City, GEMS 

served more than 370 girls last year.     

www.gems-girls.org 

http://www.gems-girls.org
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before being appointed as a founding member of the BCC 

Board of Trustees, where she served for almost six years, 

most of them as vice chair. [See  ɯ3ÙÐÈÕÎÓÌɯÖÍɯ+ÈÕËȯɯ ɯɯ

'ÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2ÐÛÌɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ%ÖÜÕËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ!ÙÖÖÒËÈÓÌɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ

"ÖÓÓÌÎÌ, written by .] 

 
+ÐÕËÈɯ+ÌÌÚ, of Monmouth Beach, diedɯat the age of 96   

on November 9. She was passionate about classical music, 

art, architecture, and languages, as well as two causes  

that were most important to her, Clean Ocean Action and 

Planned Parenthood. Her letters to the editor were often 

seen in the  ÚÉÜÙàɯ/ÈÙÒɯ/ÙÌÚÚ. She also volunteered at  

our Book Sale and participated in our study groups. We 

extend our deepest sympathy to her family and friends. 

 
)ÐÓÓɯ,ÌÙÙÐÔÈÕɯand her business consulting firm, Jill  

Merriman Enterprises LLC, was featured in the  ÚÉÜÙàɯ

/ÈÙÒɯ/ÙÌÚÚ’s Small Business Spotlight on January 11. Jill  

shared her valuable expertise during the planning of 

NMCB’s 2015 author luncheon. 

 
+ÖÙÙÈÐÕÌɯ2ÛÖÕÌɯwill appear in 3Öɯ!Ìɯ8ÖÜÕÎȮɯ&ÐÍÛÌËɯȫɯ

!ÓÈÊÒ at the 

times are 8 p.m. on February 5 and 6, and 4 p.m. on      

February 7.  Buy tickets online at algonquinarts.com. 

 

 
Public Policy 
 

The following are highlights of AAUW’s Public Policy 

achievements in 2015, many of them the results of mem-

bers advancing our mission by participating in the AAUW 

Action Network using the Two-Minute Activist. If you are 

not already participating in that network, you may join by 

going to the national website and clicking on “Member 

Tools” at the bottom. The Two-Minute Activist is really 

quick and easy; you simply click on a link to the intended 

recipient (senator, member of Congress, etc.). A sample 

letter is provided; you can easily amend it if you choose.   

¶ Over 250,000 emails were sent by Action Network 

members to their legislators, statewide and nationally.  

¶ AAUW Action Fund Capitol Hill Lobby Corps made 

over 1,300 visits to senators and members of Congress 

on issues important to women and families. Lobby 

Corps members were toasted by U.S. House Minority 

Leader Nancy Pelosi and Sen. Mazie Hirono (D-HI) in 

recognition of the corps' 40 years of citizen lobbying. 

¶ After several years of advocating, AAUW realized a 

huge victory when the U.S. Department of Educa-

tion’s Office for Civil Rights published the first-ever  

official tools for Title IX coordinators. These free       

        resources, including a guidance letter and manual,  

       reinforce the authority of Title IX coordinators and  

       support their work. AAUW was specifically men- 

       tioned in the press, from /ÖÓÐÛÐÊÖ to 'ÜŚÕÎÛÖÕɯ/ÖÚÛɯɯto  

       (ÕÚÐËÌɯ'ÐÎÏÌÙɯ$Ë. 

¶ Our coalition lobbying efforts on behalf of critical civil 

rights protections in federal K-12 education laws     

resulted in a bill signed into law that includes several 

of these civil rights and gender equity provisions. 

¶ Lisa Maatz (AAUW VP of Government Relations) was 

invited to testify at the House Education and Work-

force Higher Education Subcommittee hearing on 

“Preventing and Responding to Sexual Assault on 

College Campuses.” 

¶ After advocacy by AAUW and other groups, the U.S. 

Department of Justice released much needed guidance 

on identifying and preventing gender bias in law en-

forcement’s response to sexual assault and domestic 

violence.  

¶ AAUW released the Fall 2015 edition of 3ÏÌɯ2ÐÔ×ÓÌɯ

3ÙÜÛÏɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ&ÌÕËÌÙɯ/Èàɯ&È× with new information and 

tools about AAUW's expanded state policy efforts. 
¶ AAUW released 2ÖÓÝÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ$ØÜÈÛÐÖÕȯɯ3ÏÌɯ5ÈÙÐÈÉÓÌÚɯ

ÍÖÙɯ6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɀɯ2ÜÊÊÌÚÚɯÐÕɯ$ÕÎÐÕÌÌÙÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯ"ÖÔ×ÜÛÐÕÎ, with 

additional recommendations for state and federal pol-

icy makers to increase women’s participation in STEM 

fields. AAUW hosted a packed briefing at Google, as 

well as a Capitol Hill briefing, to share the report’s 

policy recommendations. 

¶ President Obama’s executive order on paid leave    

includes many AAUW priorities and is the result of 

years of persistent member advocacy. The president 

announced his support for many AAUW-endorsed 

policies, and AAUW’s statement was included on the 

White House Blog reacting to Obama’s proposal for 

paid sick leave. 

¶ The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) issued final 

rules prohibiting federal contractors from retaliating 

against employees who ask about or share salary in-

formation. AAUW led the fight to secure this execu-

tive order; members from all 50 states submitted over 

1,000 comments in support of this rule to the DOL.  

¶ It took years of hard work and dedication to pass the 

Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2013. 

The law's campus safety provisions – sometimes 

called Campus SaVE or the VAWA Amendments to 

http://www.brookdalecc.edu/about/brookdales-history/
http://www.brookdalecc.edu/about/brookdales-history/
http://www.brookdalecc.edu/about/brookdales-history/
http://algonquinarts.com
http://www.aauw.org/resource/the-simple-truth-about-the-gender-pay-gap/
http://www.aauw.org/resource/the-simple-truth-about-the-gender-pay-gap/
http://www.aauw.org/research/solving-the-equation/
http://www.aauw.org/research/solving-the-equation/
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=wFasi4W%2FsULcpHGbleZ49qeLviByWaGs
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=NI7Mjv9nDe78h9CX%2BIS%2FfqeLviByWaGs
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the Clery Act – are now supported by final regulations 

that require colleges and universities to take new and 

better steps to end sexual violence.  

¶ AAUW’s annual Title IX anniversary event on Capitol 

Hill exceeded expectations with over 200 attendees! 

The bipartisan event was attended by 45 congressional 

and committee offices, 25 advocacy and civil rights 

organizations, and AAUW members. Lobby Corps 

members were lauded as “Title IX Champions." 

¶ AAUW public policy priorities were included in the 

2015 State of the Union address. Our staff was at the 

White House for the live SOTU watch party with lead-

ing White House policy staff. We were very pleased to 

hear the president urge Congress to support reforms 

that will provide concrete economic benefits to wom-

en and their families—working toward equal pay;        

expanding care tax credits; establishing paid sick days 

and paid family leave; making college more accessible 

and affordable; improving retirement savings; raising 

the minimum wage; and making investments in      

education.  

Joan Spring  

Public Policy Co-VP 

 
 
 
 
 

 

NMCB in AAUW’s Big Picture 
 

We hope you see yourself in this Big AAUW Picture: 

as an AAUW member, you support all these programs! 

 

Globally, AAUW: 

¶ Increased its visibility at the United Nations. Our UN 

Rep Melissa Guardaro and AAUW Youth Rep   
       Antoinette Gingerelli, a Rutgers student, work on  

       women’s global issues. 
¶ Expanded its reach to university women worldwide 

by accepting college/university membership from  

institutions outside the United States, including South 

Africa, Canada, and Australia. International grants for 

scholarship are supported by AAUW. 
¶ Partnered with the Clinton Global Initiative to provide 

a gender lens for global issues and projects. 
 

Nationally, AAUW: 

¶ Acquired the Start Smart and Work Smart salary    

negotiation training programs. Start Smart has grown 

from 31 workshops in 2008 to more than 740 work-

shops at 336 colleges, community colleges, and uni-

versities across the country. Both empower women to 

negotiate fair wages.   46--)ɯ2ÛÈÙÛɯ2ÔÈÙÛɯÞÖÙÒɪ

ÚÏÖ×ÚɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɯÈÙÌɯÈÛɯ&ÌÖÙÎÐÈÕɯ"ÖÜÙÛɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàȮɯ

"ÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÖÍɯ2Ûȭɯ$ÓÐáÈÉÌÛÏȮɯ ÛÓÈÕÛÐÊɯ"È×Ìɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ

"ÖÓÓÌÎÌȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÙÌÌɯÈÛɯ1ÜÛÎÌÙÚɯ!ÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓȭ 
¶ Launched two new national STEM programs: the 

week-long Tech Trek camp and the parent-friendly 
 

 

From Lahore to Sweet Briar   ȹÊÖÕÛȭɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÈÎÌɯƕȺ 
 

David Goldman, the New Jersey father whose son was the 

first American child returned from Brazil pursuant to The 

Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International 

Child Abduction. 

 Along with her fast-paced, high-profile profes-

sional life, this Little Silver resident enjoys running in   

marathons, both locally and around the country; is known  

for her elegant table settings and great cooking; and sings 

in the church choir. She earned her undergraduate degree 

from Oral Roberts University in Tulsa, her master’s in   

social work from the University of Missouri, and her law 

degree from Case Western Reserve. 

 

 Passionate about education and the role of mentor-

ing in a student’s career, Patricia thinks AAUW is the    

perfect audience for her subject. 
 

 Heather Balczarek   

 Carol Walther      

 Program Co-VPs 

 

 

 

Food Pantry Donations 
At the February 1 meeting, Betty Randall will be collecting  

deodorant for distribution at local food pantries. Thank 

you for participating in this effort! 
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        day-long Tech Savvy conference. STEM staff supports  

        the branches that host 150 STEM programs across 35  

        states, reaching 14,000 middle school girls.   46--)ɯ 

ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯÐÚɯÊÖ-Ú×ÖÕÚÖÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌÞÐËÌɯ3ÌÊÏɯ3ÙÌÒɯÊÈÔ×ɯÈÛɯ 

ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ2ÛÖÊÒÛÖÕɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÐÕɯ)ÜÓàȭ 
¶ Raised NCCWSL (National Conference for College 

Women Student Leaders) attendance from about 400  

to more than 1,000 college women in 2015.   46-

-,"!ɯÈÕÕÜÈÓÓàɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛÚɯÈŲÌÕËÈÕÊÌɯÉàɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯ

ÍÙÖÔɯ!ÙÖÖÒËÈÓÌɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÈÕËɯ,ÖÕÔÖÜÛÏɯ

4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàȭ 
¶ Spearheaded Elect Her training (on running for student 

government and future political office) from introduc-

tion of the program in 2009 to a current reach of more 

than 1,000 participants on 50 campuses.   46--)ɯÏÈÚɯ

ÊÖÚ×ÖÕÚÖÙÌËɯ$ÓÌÊÛɯ'ÌÙɯÈÛɯ&ÌÖÙÎÐÈÕɯ"ÖÜÙÛɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàȭ 
¶ Publicized Title IX issues and lobbied for rights for 

women. Title IX is not just about sports: it applies to all 

educational programs that receive federal funding, 

opening doors for girls to pursue math and science  

and protecting against bullying and sexual harassmentȭɯ

  46--)ɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÛÌÚɯÐÕɯÊÖÈÓÐÛÐÖÕÚɯÈËËÙÌÚÚÐÕÎɯɯɯɯɯ

ÏÜÔÈÕɯÛÙÈŚÊÒÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÊÈÔ×ÜÚɯÚÌßÜÈÓɯÝÐÖÓÌÕÊÌȭ 
 

Be inspired by the variety of choices, and volunteer to work 

on some of these initiatives! 

 Barbara Williamson     

 AAUW-NJ Central District Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Time to Get Ready for Summer 
Camp! 
 

Remember your summer camp experience?          

Or  remember your children’s summer camp experience? 

Or, by now, possibly your grandchildren’s summer camp?   

Fond memories for all! Now you can have that kind of 

special memory again by getting behind the second Tech 

Trek camp co-sponsored by AAUW on the Stockton    

University campus during the week of July 17 to 23.  

This year 60 rising 8th grade girls, including 20 

from Monmouth County, will be selected for immersion in 

STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math)   clas-

ses, labs, and field trips.   

 Preparatory work has commenced already and will 

continue through camp week and beyond. Last year, a few 

NMCB members designed and put together personal jour-

nals for the girls to record their exciting experiences and 

new friends. Those of you who know any 12-year-old girls 

and their love of diaries can imagine the ÛÏÙÐÓÓ the girls got 

when they received the journals. Such a big hit deserves to 

be repeated: we plan on making 60 for this year, and you 

can help by volunteering.   

Many volunteers with different talents and varying 

time to offer are needed. Think you’d be a Dynamic Dorm 

Mom? Are you the Philanthropic Adviser type with fund-

raising interest? There’s a Gimme the Goodies for swag 

bags. Also needed are Media Goddesses to get the word 

out to the press. The Super Student Selection Committee 

will need help reviewing applications and interviewing 

and selecting girls. Are there any photographers out there? 

You are needed to take and curate shots of all phases of   

the camp. Help is needed to plan and recruit STEM profes-

sional women for a networking dinner with the campers. 

Also, formal thank-yous will need to be coordinated for all 

donors and volunteers.   

 Open the link to the Volunteer Form and see the 

full range of volunteer options. But beware! You may have 

trouble narrowing your choices! If you have questions, you 

can contact Dawn Watkins, volunteer coordinator, at 

dawn.watkins@stockton.edu. Or you can contact one of us 

— we’d be glad to chat.      

 Annette Benanti     

 Barbara Williamson     

 AAUW-NJ Board of Directors 

 

 

 

Book Sale Staffing 
 

By now you should have received the 
Winter/Spring Book Sale schedule via 
email.  
 

Please respond with dates you are able to work and/or 
whether youôre available to help out on a last-minute 
basis. Your help is truly appreciated! 
 Irene Gibson      
 Staffing Chair 

http://techtrek-nj.aauw.net/volunteer/
mailto:dawn.watkins@stockton.edu
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Laura Noll Honored as Member  
of the Year 
 

Relatively new to AAUW, Laura Noll was honored 

as Member of the Year at the December meeting. She is a 

person who throws herself tirelessly into whatever task is 

at hand. 

Born in Ho-Ho-Kus, she graduated from Wheaton 

College in Norton, MA, and from there was recruited to 

Bell Labs in Whippany, NJ. At the time, women were hired 

out of college at a lower level than men entering directly 

from college. That began to change a few years later, when 

more people were needed to do programming. Laura 

moved to Monmouth County when Bell Labs opened in 

Holmdel. 

She found her co-workers to be very nice and very 

sharp. “It was a university-like atmosphere,” she explains. 

There were many clubs, much socializing. The work was 

always interesting, and she was always learning new 

things. After taking time off when her son was born, she 

returned to work part-time at the same level. “You may be 

part-time, but I have your brain full-time,” she was told. 

Laura worked in various technical areas, such as database 

management, wide area network engineering,  a net-

worked PC service, and an internal web posting service.  

When the Bell System split, Laura moved to AT&T, 

where she remained until she retired. From humble begin-

nings with the company, Laura ended her career as a 

“Distinguished Member of the Technical Staff.” 

Once she retired and had more time available, she 

joined AAUW, where she already had many friends. She 

served several terms as co-VP for membership with Mary 

Lea Burden. They worked well together, Laura says, and 

she enjoyed the job, recruiting new members and keeping 

track of all members.  

She is now in her second year as scholarship co-

chair with Mimi Pedro-Medlin. Their work involves many 

ongoing tasks throughout the year related to two very im-

portant functions of our branch: providing scholarships for 

area women, and distributing annual book awards to the 

outstanding female math student graduating from each 

local high school. Last year’s book choice was (ɯ Ôɯ,ÈÓÈÓÈ. 

NMCB awards annual scholarships to local women 

attending Brookdale Community College, Monmouth Uni-

versity, and Douglass College respectively. The Brookdale 

scholarship is intended for an older woman returning to 

college. For these awards, Laura and Mimi work with     

college representatives who select the winners. 

Also each year we support two local students, one 

from Monmouth and one from Brookdale, to attend the 

National Conference for College Women Student Leaders 

(NCCWSL). Both students who attended the 2015 confer-

ence now attend Monmouth. 

We are currently raising money for a national 

AAUW STEM Education Program to be funded with 

 

 

Sojourner Truth  ȹÊÖÕÛȭɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÈÎÌɯƕȺ 

 

Hampton University and a performer since  

childhood.  

 She is a modern Renaissance woman: 

actor, playwright, newspaper and television 

journalist, director of Trinity School for the    

Arts at Trinity Episcopal Church in Asbury  

Park, and member of a percussion ensemble.  

She is also a new member of AAUW-NMCB. 

You’ll want to watch for future performances   

by this gifted artist! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

+ÖÙÙÈÐÕÌɯ2ÛÖÕÌɯÈÚɯɯ2ÖÑÖÜÙÕÌÙɯ3ÙÜÛÏ 

+ÈÜÙÈɯ-ÖÓÓɯ

ÙÌÊÌÐÝÌÚɯÏÌÙɯ

ÈÞÈÙËɯÍÙÖÔɯ

ÏÌÙɯÓÖÕÎ-ÛÐÔÌɯ

ÊÖ-5/ɯÖÍɯ

ÔÌÔÉÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯ

ÈÕËɯÕÖÞɯ 

ÊÖ-×ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛȮɯ

,ÈÙàɯ+ÌÈɯ

!ÜÙËÌÕ 

Looking Ahead: 
 

Branch Program 

Monday, March 7 

Eatontown Community Center 

“CLICK CHICKS!” 

Join us in the darkroom  

with three photographers! 
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$5,000, paid over two years. Laura reaches out to the re-

cipients of our two completed national grants in order to 

share their work with our members. She and Mimi would 

like to involve more of our members with the students 

receiving our scholarships, grants, and book awards.  

Current activities of past recipients of our awards 

include: participating in the Monmouth Summer Sciences 

Research Program with a study of oysters in the upper 

East River; studying in an MS/PhD program at UC Santa 

Barbara; a senior honor’s thesis on the candidacy of      

Hillary Clinton, involving an interview of Clinton and 

coverage in the -ÌÞɯ8ÖÙÒɯ3ÐÔÌÚ; and work to reduce  

gender inequality in the workplace through technology, 

education, career planning, and public advocacy. 

Laura is also a member of the art history study 

group. She is about to give a presentation to the Freehold 

group on the Armory Show of 1913, an updated version  

of one she gave to our group a while back. In her spare 

time, she works very hard as treasurer of the Red Bank 

Chamber Music Society and is very involved with the Fair 

Haven Sailing Club. 

Laura urges branch members to volunteer to help 

with any aspect of our scholarship programs. There are 

plenty of opportunities: just contact her or Mimi. With 

time, enthusiasm, imagination, and boundless energy,  

you too might get to be Member of the Year! 

                         — Caroline O’Neil 

 

 
Invitation to Celebrate 10 years   
of Running & Winning 
 

 In 2006, the League of Women 

Voters-Greater Red Bank Area invited 

other organizations interested in see-

ing more women in public office to  

join them as sponsors of Running & 

Winning (R&W), a non-partisan lead-

ership program for high school junior 

girls. NMCB, Junior League of Monmouth County, and 

Red Bank Chapter of Hadassah responded to that invita-

tion affirmatively. With the 2016 R&W Workshop on Feb-

ruary 19, the four sponsors will mark 10 years of success-

ful collaboration. 

 More than 500 young women from 11 local public 

high schools have participated in a day that almost all 

have described as having changed how they view public 

service. Many of them return to their high schools and 

communities with the belief that they can run for and win 

leadership positions. 

 To celebrate 10 years of making a difference in the 

lives of young women, the Steering Committee invites 

members of the sponsoring organizations to attend and 

observe the 2016 workshop’s morning activities. You’ll 

have an opportunity to hear from participating women   

in government, and Kathy Kleeman, senior communica-

tions officer for the Center for American Women and Poli-

tics (CAWP) at the Eagleton Institute, will share insights 

about the current state of women’s participation in public 

life. Opening exercises begin at 8:30 a.m. at Monmouth        

Regional High School, and the CAWP presentation will be 

completed by 11:00 a.m. If you have questions or plan to 

attend, please contact me. 

 Marian Wattenbarger    

 Steering Committee Co-Chair 

 
 
New Date:  

 

Meet Jennifer Lee, filmmaker, and screen her film  
CŜƳƛƴƛǎǘΥ {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ƛōŜǊŀǝƻƴ 

 

Discuss feminism then and now. 
 

AAUW women are feminists.  

Feminism intersects with women’s issues of today.  

Teaching women and girls about the Women’s Liberation 

Movement is integral to their understanding  

feminism and leadership.  

AAUW can provide role models, mentors, and leadership. 
 

Georgian Court University, Lakewood, NJ 

Monday, March 21, 10 a.m.—1:30 p.m.  Lunch is included. 

$15/person    Students are free.        

Don’t miss the fun! 
 

Send check payable to AAUW-NJ now to reserve your 

place:  Carol Cohen, 20 Sandy Court, Freehold, NJ 07728 
 

Name(s) ___________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________   

Phone _____________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Branch or school ____________________________________   

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

American Association of University Women 

Northern Monmouth County Branch 

P. O. Box 398 

Red Bank, NJ 07701 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

In principle and in practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full 

participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin,   

disability, or class.   

Membership is open to any graduate holding an associate or equivalent, baccalaureate, or higher degree from a 

regionally accredited college or university. 

 

Monday, February 1, Branch Program: 
“From Lahore to Sweet Briar: The Education of 
Women and Its Impact on Human Rights” 
with Patricia Apy, Esq. 
7 p.m. at Eatontown Community Center 
 

AAUW Book Sale 
 

 

The store is located at : 

Old First Church  

69 Kings Highway  

Middletown 

 

Open:  9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays  

   except holidays 

Donations:      10 a.m. to noon on Thursdays 

To volunteer:   Irene Gibson   

  732-933-4855 

Information:    Viki Mischenko, Chair 

             732-933-4855 
 

Stay Connected! 
 

  46   www.aauw.org 

  46--)      aauw-nj.aauw.net 

  46--,"!ɯɯɯɯwww.aauw-nj-nmcb.org 

!ÙÈÕÊÏɯ×ÏÖÕÌɯɯɯɯɯɯ732-933-4855 
 

  46ɯ ÊÛÐÖÕɯ-ÌÛÞÖÙÒ 

www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/two-

minute-activist/ 
 

   AAUW, AAUW-NJ, and NMCB are on     

   Facebook. Check them out! 
 

,ÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÊÈÕÊÌÓÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕ: 

Listen to 94.3 FM.  

http://www.aauw.org/
http://aauw-nj.aauw.net
http://www.aauw-nj-nmcb.org/
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/two-minute-activist/
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/two-minute-activist/

